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Southwest Idaho Woodturners Association
The Treasure Valley Woodturner’s club

Meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday at 6:30 PM
At the Woodcraft store in Boise ID.

7005 W. Overland Rd
Boise ID.



Susan has worked very hard with WIT (Women in Turning).  She has a monthly
mentoring program just for women.  When Susan started the program there were 4
members, Trudy, Lyn, Marlene and Susan.  There are now either 9 or 10 women turning
with the club.  I can’t confirm the number without talking to Susan, and she is not going
to hear about this page, until she reads it.

The AAW’s records show the club has 70 members, but I think that is a little low.  The
99 members above will include original members that are no longer active and some
employee’s of Woodcraft.  For now, the AAW shows 70 members, of which there are 10
ladies turning.  That means 14% of the club are women.  Did I hear someone say,

That’s the highest % of women in any club, in the USA.

Thank you Susan McCoy

Susan McCoy has been our club president
for 2015, 2016 and 2017.  I found some
old excel spread sheets for 2013 and
2014.  It is a combined spread sheet for
both years.  41 members names are on
the spread sheet.  The spread sheet for
2015 has 99 members names.  The list
for 2015 was not edited to remove
inactive members.  The list for 2016 has
99 names on it.  This list is edited to
remove inactive members.   The 2017 list
has 99 members on it, after it is edited.
I send out 109 newsletters every month.
Some of them go to demonstrators we
have had in the past that requested it,
and some of them go to my family
members that are woodturners.

All of this is to show that Susan has
worked hard to increase the club’s
membership.
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Remember when Susan brought in several eggs
that she made for WIT for the AAW
symposium in Pa.  She also brought in a purple
heart handle that she turned for a satchel she
was making.   She told us that she learned,
when you cut a piece in half and glue it back
together, use a brown paper bag, not
newspaper.  She also showed us another
artistic side of her.  She is also an
accomplished seamstress.

Here is a piggy bank that she brought in to show us.
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Susan worked hard to bring us some top quality demonstrators:

Our own Robert Fehlau demonstrated bowl turning.  Don Derry demonstrated his
hollowing tools.

Kristin LeVier and Jay Shepard are both demonstrators at the next AAW
symposium in Portland.

Kristin LeVier gave us a demonstration on making wooden spoons.

Jay Shepard was the judge for the woodturners at AIW.  He also demonstrated
his flower carving and painting style.

Shelly Renae and Liz teamed up and gave us a demonstration on pyrography.
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Susan, the “Turner of lights” starts to reveal her talents.

When I decided to do a “thank you page” for Susan, I sent out several e-mails to
people in the club to get their idea’s.  Everyone was in support of the page.  They
all told me to go and look at past newsletters and put it together.  If I used all
of the information in the newsletters, it would be “Susan’s Book”.  I picked out
the best of the best, in my opinion.  I left a lot of great stuff off.  Susan has
worked very hard for this club for 3 years.  Susan, I and the entire club just
want to say, Thank you, for three great years!
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Demonstration

Gary Smith presented a demonstration on bowl
turning.  He started out with how to mount the
bowl blank.  He talked about mounting the bowl
blank between centers, and how to get it to
round.  He showed us different types of tools
to get the blank to round.  The first type of
tools were the carbide tools.  The carbide tools
were designed so they could not be sharpened.
The tool bit is rotated to get a new edge.
After several rotations the tip is replaced.
The tools are scrapers.  They are made by
several different companies.
Easy Wood, Carter, Hunter,  and Woodpecker all make and sell carbide tools.
There are other companies that make carbide tools.  Gary had samples of the
mentioned manufacturers.

Easy Wood is not the first company to make carbide tools.  They are the
company that was able to market the product and make it popular for
woodturners.  The tools are offered with  square, round and pointed cutters.
The Easy Wood shaft is square, so it makes it difficult to hold the cutter at a
45 degree angle to do shear cuts.



6

The Hunter tool has a round shank and
cutter.  Hunter also sells bent shaft
hollowing tools.  They are not pictured
here.  The shaft on the Hunter tool is
easier to do a shear cut with than the
Easy Wood tools.

Carter has made a carbide tool
they call the “AXE”.  It has a long
handle with a round shaft.  You
can get a round, square and point
cutter.  Gary said the handle is
long and very comfortable to use.

Woodpecker has developed a line of carbide tools.
Woodpecker’s shafts have flat bottoms on the shaft
for turning.  The shaft also has a 45 degree side for
shear scraping.  You can get a round, square or pointed
cutter.

Gary said Woodpecker’s shaft design and the quality
of the cutters makes them his first choice.

He also talked about the fingernail grind and the traditional bowl gouges.   Then
he talked about how to mount your project on the lathe.  If you want to mount
the project with a scroll chuck, you need to decide what size of jaws to use.
The next decision is, you need to cut a tenon or a recess in the bottom of the
project to fit your jaws.  Depending on the type of jaws you have, dove tailed or
straight sided will determine the shape of the tenon.  He showed us different
cutting tools to make your dove tail cuts.

See photo’s on page 5 showing the different tools and chucks.
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Gary is showing us his
custom made tool he
uses to cut his tenons.

Below is the tool.

To the right is
another custom
made tool.

The pictures to the left and
the right are a bedan.

Look close at the chuck
jaws.  The one on the left
has almost straight jaws,
with only a small tooth at
the top to engage the tenon.
The jaws on the right are
sloped in a dovetail.



He showed us the proper way to cut your tenons to fit your chuck jaws.
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He told us that it is hard to remove a project from the jaws, and then return the
project, and expect it to be centered.  If you must remove a project from the
jaws, make a reference mark by the #1 jaw.  This will allow you to put the jaws
back in the same place.  It will possibly still run out of round.  Record Chucks
have an adapter ring that you can screw to the bottom of the project.  You can
then take the chuck off and put another project on the chuck.  You just have to
buy additional adapter rings.

You can also use a waste block and glue it to the bottom of the project.  You
need to use brown paper from a bag and put it between the project and the
waste block.

He told us to always use the tail stock when turning out of round or unbalanced
projects.  If you must turn without the tail stock, slow the lathe speed down as
much as possible.



Paul Bucca brought in the three bowls
on this page.   Bowl #1, 462 pieces;
that’s mind boggling.  Bowl #2, Cornell
Cherry, with a French Polish finish.  He
applied 3 coats of Aqua seal and 25
coats of lacquer.  FYI, Cornell Cherry is
a new species of Cherry, only available
to members of SWIWTA from the
president, Aaron Cornell.   Bowl #3,
check out the tumbling block bottom on
the segmented bowl.  The woods used in
the bowls are Maple, Bloodwood, Walnut
and Cherry.

1111111

#1

#2
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Show and Tell

#3
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Sid Bright brought in this pepper mill, dressed in
Black Walnut.  Sid told us he struggled to get the top
and bottom of the milling mechanism to fit.

Gary, our demonstrator told us to always buy the
mechanism with the longest shaft.  After turning the
top and bottom of the pepper mill, cut the shaft in
the mechanism to fit your turning.   After cutting the
shaft, use a ball peen hammer to attach the shaft to
the appropriate piece in the mechanism.

6 ¼ inch’s high, 2 inch’s diameter.

Tom Horner brought in this Ambrosia Maple bowl.
With a lacquer finish.  Tom got this piece of wood
at the Christmas Party in the gift exchange.  He
was the last one that was able to steal it.

1 ½ inch’s high, 4 ½ inch’s diameter.

Cliff Heckathorn brought in this Box Elder salad
bowl.  He put a salad bowl finish on it.

3 ½ inch’s high, 8 ¼ inch’s dia.
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Connis Wilson brought in these
two spinning tops.  They are
Maple with Brazilian Rosewood
and Brazilian Cherry inlays.

Top #1-3½ ‘’ dia. X 5 ‘’ H.

Top #2-3 7/8’’ dia. X 4’’ H.

Rich Howard brought in this
work in progress of an
emerging bowl.

Connis also made these two
bangles.  They are made out
of Maple and Brazilian Cherry.

1 2



Bowl #1, side view Bowl #1, top vies
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Darryl Sackmann brought in this horn made out of Alter.
The finish is wipe on Poly.

Pat White brought in 3 bowls.
Bowl #1 is Walnut with a poly
finish.  The rim of the bowl
has turquoise inlay.  7 1/8 ‘’
Dia. X 3 ½ ‘’ H.

Bowl #2 and #3 are unknown
burl, both are finished with
poly.

Bowl #2-2 ¼ ‘’ dia. X 1 ½ ‘’ H.

Bowl #3 has a copper wire
inlay around the
circumference of the bowl.
4 ¼ ‘’ dia. X 2 ¼ ‘’ H.

Bowl #2 Bowl #3
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Connis Wilson brought in this pair of candle
sticks, made out of Black Walnut.  He told us
that the candle sticks are the first project he
ever made when he was a junior in high school.

8 ‘’ H X 1 ¾ ‘’, tapered to a 3/8 inch waist.

Bill Johnson made this Top from Ambrosia
Maple and Walnut.  The finish is Butcher Block.
3 ½ ‘’ dia. X 4 ¾ ‘’ H.

Dan Clark brought in this White Oak bowl.
The wood was brought here from Minnesota.
Dan used coffee grinds to fill the knots.

13 ½ ‘’ dia. X 4 ¼ ‘’ H.
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Aaron brought in this collection of bird houses.  A lot of different woods were
used.  He made the display stand using all thread.  It is anchored to a solid
block of wood.  Look close, one bird flew south.

Bruce Johnson brought in this Globe Chess Set.  He used Walnut, Maple and
Eastern Red Cedar.  He turned all of the chess pieces.  In the bottom of the
chess piece is a magnet.  Embedded inside of each board piece is a washer.  This
allows any piece to be moved to any spot on the board.



Marcia was busy making us another round of special treats.

Top row: 3 tins of chocolate brownies with nuts.

Bottom row: first tin, chocolate brownies with sprinkles on top.  Middle tin is a
crumb cake.  Bottom right tin is a chocolate brownie with a light sprinkling of
nuts.

There was hardly any to take home.
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Break Time



The bowl exchange got lost in the holiday’s.  Aaron said it is going to resume the
bowl exchange in February.
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Bowl Exchange



Monte started off by talking about
pens for the troops.  He told us that
Aaron had taken over leadership for
pens for the troops, giving Steve
Young a break.  For 2017 the club
completed 1302 pens, which is 2
more than 2016.  Since turning for
the troops started, the club and
Woodcraft has donated over 15,000
pens.

This year the club set aside 155
pens and sent them to the USS
Boise, SSN 764, a Los Angeles class
attack submarine.  The pens were
send directly to Captain Chris
Osborne, Commanding Officer, USS
Boise.

Capt. Osborne contacted Monte, and
told him he and his entire crew are
very thankful for the pens from the
Boise Woodcraft and SWIWTA.

Monte presented Aaron with an
eagle plaque as a thank you for the
community involvement Aaron has
participated in.
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Club Business
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Aaron has two advisors on his staff, with a third one to be named later.  They are
Sid Bright and Gary Smith.

Tom Turco gave us a briefing on the proposed By-Law changes.  The leadership is
writing up the changes and they will be voted on at a future meeting.

No e-mail votes.  No electronic vote.

All votes will be at the meetings.
The members at the meeting will be considered a quorum.

Contact any club officer if there are changes you would like to the By-Laws, and
have the proposed changes discussed with the club.

Rich Froehlich gave us an update on AIW.  The dates of the show are March 17th

and 18th.   Registration is March 16th.  Rich will register any pieces brought to the
March meeting.  He will see they are transported to the show.

Rich said there are parking issues at the Jump Venue.  Plan ahead how and where
you are going to park, or use another type of transportation like Uber.
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Raffle Winners



Right:

Slingshot kit,
fun with your
kids while on a
camping trip.
Adult
supervision
advised.

Left:

Ceramic in-line
vegetable peeler
turning kit.  Make one,
give it to your wife for
valentines day, tell her
only you can use it.

Below:

T-shirt for woodworkers.
“Woodworking” “Patience”
“Firewood”

Left:

Ratcheting clamp.  Wives,
a great valentines gift.
Give it to your husband,
or your boyfriend, and tell
him to make something
for you.
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Monte’s visit



Up Coming Events
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The American Association of Woodturners

32nd Annual International Symposium

Portland, Oregon

June 14-17, 2018

http://www.woodturner.org

Utah Woodturning Symposium

May 10-12, 2018


